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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 W 

101521 030945Z/10 

O 030732Z MAR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9646 

SECRETSEOUL 1746 

NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, KS, KN, US 

SUB J : POSSIBLE IDENTIFICATION OF NEW NORTH KOREAN TUNNEL 


1 . UNC/USFK ADVISED EMBASSY MARCH 3, ON VERY CLOSE 

HOLD BASIS, THAT IT BELIEVES IT HAS LOCATED ANEW NORTH 

KOREAN TUNNELING OPERATION. PRESENT PROPOSAL CALLS FOR 

BLASTING OPEN TUNNEL SITE BEGINNING AT EARLIEST AT 0800 

HOURS ON MORNING MARCH 4 (SEOUL TIME). FINAL APPROVAL HAS NOT YET 

BEEN OBTAINED BUT IS EXPECTED LATER TODAY FOLLOWING 

BRIEFING OF USFK DEPUTY COMMANDER. OBJECTIVE WILL BE 

TO EXPOSE TUNNEL AND EXPLOIT DISCOVERY FROM PROPAGANDA 

POINT OF VIEW. PRESENCE IN COUNTRY OF NUMEROUS MEDIA 

REPS FROM VARIOUS COUNTRIES FOR TEAM SPIRIT WILL FACILITATE 

WIDE DISSEMENATION. 


2. SITE IS IDENTIFIED AS 8-45 LOCATED AT CT306376 (NORTH- 
WEST OF CHORWON) IN 20TH ROK DIVISION AREA. PHOTOGRAPHY 
DURING 28 JANUARY - 3 FEBRUARY PERIOD REVEALED VEHICULAR 
AND SPOIL ACTIVITY. SEISMIC DEVICES IN LATE JANUARY 
AND EARLY FEBRUARY RECORDED SUBSURFACE MAN-MADE SOUNDS. 
THESE HAVE CONTINUED INTERMITTENTLY. ON TWO MARCH 
DEVICES RECORDED THREE HOURS OF DRILLING SOUNDS AND 
METAL STRIKING ON ROCK. GROUND SURFACE RADAR HAS 
REVEALED NATURAL OR MAN-MADE ANOMALY APPROXIMATELY 
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300 METERS IN LENGTH AT SHALLOW DEPTH OF 15-20 FEET 
AT LOW POINT IN MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN PROFILE. ANOMALY 
IS LOCATED JUST SOUTH OF DMZ TAE PUT STILL WITHIN 
DMZ FENCE. FENCE IS SOUTH OF TAPE FOR TACTICAL 
REASONS. ENGINEERS BELIEVE USE OF EXPLOSIVE CHARGES 
IS FEASIBLE AND ENTIRE ANOMALY CAN BE EXPOSED AFTER 
DAY OR SO OF WORK. ROK FORCES WILL PROVIDE SECURITY. 
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3. WHILE WE CANNOT BE CERTAIN THAT TUNNEL EXISTS, 
CHACES APPEAR GOOD ON BASIS TECHNICAL DATA. OPERATION 
HAS BEE DESIGNATED QUOTE SWEEPING SNOW END QUOTE 
AND IS BEING VERY CLOSELY HELD. GENERAL VESSEY AND 
JOINT CHIEFS HAVE BEEN INFORMED. 
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